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Harmony of the Blues  Noel Johnston

The blues sound is not tied to a specific chord quality, but it's most often used over Dominant 7th chords.
The tension of the b3 bent up to the major third, and the b5 going to the n5 are two of some the defining sounds, and this can't easily be expressed chordally.
Unless you're talking about the blues progression, which is chordal, the blues is really melodic in nature and some of the intervals ("blue notes") don't
really fit into the equal tempered system of intonation which is why i'm a little hesitant to impose a structure using it. however, we live in a musical
environment where we make music using an equal tempered system, (and we make music with others using an equal tempered system) and using the blues in
this environment this is one of the most important roots of jazz. So, i'll go ahead and talk about BLUES SCALES
  

The blues scale (aka "minor blues scale") has the interval structure: 1, b3, 4, b5/#4, 5, b7
The major blues scale has the interval structure: 1, 2, b3, 3, 5, 6 (having the same interval structure as the minor blues starting on the b3)

IF you take the intervals from BOTH scales starting from the same root, you get a magical HYBRID BLUES scale:
1, 2, b3, 3, 4, #4/b5, 5, 6, b7

(minor blues: 1, b3, 4, #4/b5, 5, b7) (major blues: 1, 2, b3, 3, 5, 6) "hybrid" blues scale: 1, 2, b3, 3, 4, #4/b5, 5, 6, b7

FUN FACT!!    This 9-note scale can make a LOT of different CHORDS:
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Harmony of the Blues

Another fun fact!!! The Hybrid Blues scale contains the notes of these tonal scales:

Mixolydian

Dorian

Dorian #4

Lydian-Dominant

Locrian n2 n6

(V of Eb Major)

(ii of Ab Major)

(iv of F Harmonic Minor)

(IV of F Melodic Minor)

(ii of Harmonic Major)

(Extra nerdy section)

tritone blues hexatonic scale?? 1/2-Whole diminished (almost right) Lydian #2 #6 -VI of Hungarian minor (almost right)


